
Physical/Material Domain 
 
Treat the earth well: it was not given to you by 
your parents, it was loaned to you by your 
children. We do not inherit the Earth from our 
Ancestors, we borrow it from our Children.  

American Indigenous Religions, Ancient 
Proverb 

 
Every part of this soil is sacred in the estimation 
of my people.  

American Indigenous Religions, Chief 
Seattle (Suquamish) 

 
Will you teach your children what we have 
taught our children? That the earth is our 
mother? What befalls the earth befalls all the 
sons of the earth.  

American Indigenous Religions, Chief 
Seattle (Suquamish) 

 
The body of man is a captive of nature; it will 
act in accordance with whatever nature orders.  

 Bahá’í Faith, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá: SAQ, 119 
 

If the health and well being of the body be 
expended in the path of the Kingdom, this is 
very acceptable and praiseworthy; and if it is 
expended to the benefit of the human world in 
general--even though it be to their material 
benefit and be a means of doing good--that is 
also acceptable.  

But if the health and welfare of man be 
spent in sensual desires, in a life on the animal 
plane, and in devilish pursuits--then disease is 
better than such health; nay, death itself is 
preferable to such a life.  

Bahá’í Faith, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, BWF, 376 
 

Before long, unfortunately, this body will lie on 
the earth, rejected, without consciousness, like 
a useless log. 

Buddhism, Dhammapada 29 
 
 
 
 
 

     Not by harming life 
     does one become noble. 
     One is termed     noble 
         for being     gentle 
     to all living things.  

Buddhism, Dhammapada 270 
 
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in you? … God’s temple 
is holy, and that temple you are.  

Christianity, Corinthians I 3: 16-17 RSV 
  
The body is not meant for immorality, but for 
the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God 
raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his 
power.  

Christianity, Corinthians I 6: 14 RSV 
 
The experiences we owe to our sense of touch 

are only sources of unpleasantness. 
They have a beginning and an end. A wise man 

takes no pleasure in them. 
Hinduism, Bhagavad Gita 5: 22 

 
The Lord supports this universe, which is made 
up of the perishable and the imperishable, the 
manifest and the unmanifest. The individual 
soul, forgetful of the Lord, attaches itself to 
pleasure and thus is bound. 

Hinduism, Svetasvatara Upanishad 1: 8 
 

The life of this world is made to appear 
attractive to those who disbelieve; and they 
scoff at those who believe… 

Islam, Qur’án 2: 213 

For Allah loves those who turn to Him 

constantly and He loves those who keep 

themselves pure and clean. 

Islam, Qur’án 2: 222 

There is a generation that are pure in their own 

eyes, and yet are not washed from their 

filthiness. 

Judaism, Mishlei (Proverbs) 30: 12 JPS 



Just as God fills the whole world, so the soul fills 
the body. 

Judaism, Talmud, Berakot 10a 

 
In harmony with the Tao, 
the sky is clear and spacious, 
the earth is solid and full, 
all creatures flourish together, 
content with the way they are, 
endlessly repeating themselves, 
endlessly renewed. 

Taoism, Tao Te Ching, Chapter 39 
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