
Science and Religion 

1. For every era hath a spirit; the spirit of this illumined era lieth in the teachings of Bahá'u'lláh.  
For these lay the foundation of the oneness of the world of humanity and promulgate universal 
brotherhood.  They are founded upon the unity of science and religion and upon investigation of 
truth.  

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 109 

 
Spirit 

 the force within a person that is believed to give the body life, energy, and power 
(Merriam-Webster dictionary) 

 His [Baha'u'llah’s] appearance has released such spiritual forces which will continue to 
animate, for many long years to come, the world in its development.   

From a letter written on behalf of the Guardian to an individual believer, 
November 14, 1935: Lights of Guidance, p. 473 

 
Science 

 Science is the systematic study of the natural world using the scientific method. 

 knowledge about or study of the natural world based on facts learned through experiments and 
observation (Merriam-Webster dictionary) 

 Scientific method 
o Make an observation or otherwise gather information 

 direct-personal observation 
 indirect-hear, read others 

o Propose a hypothesis about relationships (educated guess) 
 A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger. Proverbs 15: 1 

o Design and perform systematic study 
o Analyze data 
o Publicly share results 

 
 
Focus of Science 

 
2. By nature is meant those inherent properties and necessary relations derived from the realities 

of things.  And these realities of things, though in the utmost diversity, are yet intimately 
connected one with the other.  For these diverse realities an all-unifying agency is needed that 
shall link them all one to the other. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Tablet to August Forel, p. 12 
 

3. Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is a direct evidence of the revelation 
within it of the attributes and names of God, inasmuch as within every atom are enshrined the 
signs that bear eloquent testimony to the revelation of that most Great Light. 

Bahá'u'lláh: Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 177 
 

4. He hath known God who hath known himself. 
Bahá'u'lláh: The Kitab-i-Íqán, p. 102 



5. All created beings embody the potentiality of material perfection, but the power of intellectual 
investigation and scientific acquisition is a higher virtue specialized to man alone.  Other beings 
and organisms are deprived of this potentiality and attainment. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Foundations of World Unity, p. 60 

 

Religion 

 Religion is an organized belief system promulgated and sustained by a human institution, ethnic 
group, tribe or culture.  Religions include rituals, practices, rules for behavior and usually a class 
of individuals (priests, ministers, gurus) whose job is to maintain the structure, to teach, counsel 
and mediate between the individual believer and the religion's god or gods or first principles. 
Tolan (2002): Spirituality and the highly gifted adolescent. URL: 
http://www.stephanietolan.com/spirituality.htm  

 
 
Define/Discuss Religion 

6. Religion, moreover, is not a series of beliefs, a set of customs; religion is the teachings of the 
Lord God, teachings which constitute the very life of humankind, which urge high thoughts upon 
the mind, refine the character, and lay the groundwork for man's everlasting honour. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 52 
 

7. There can be no doubt whatever that the peoples of the world, of whatever race or religion, 
derive their inspiration from one heavenly Source, and are the subjects of one God.  The 
difference between the ordinances under which they abide should be attributed to the varying 
requirements and exigencies of the age in which they were revealed.  All of them, except a few 
which are the outcome of human perversity, were ordained of God, and are a reflection of His 
Will and Purpose. 
 Baha'u'llah:  Gleanings, p. 217 
 

8. We have decreed, O people, that the highest and last end of all learning be the recognition of 
Him Who is the object of all knowledge. 

Bahá'u'lláh: Kitab-i-Iqan, p. 197 
 
 

Science, Religion, and Faith 

9. If religion is opposed to reason and science, faith is impossible; and when faith and confidence 
in the divine religion are not manifest in the heart, there can be no spiritual attainment. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 299 
 

10. A question or principle which is religious in its nature must be sanctioned by science.  Science 
must declare it to be valid, and reason must confirm it in order that it may inspire confidence.  If 
religious teaching, however, be at variance with science and reason, it is unquestionably 
superstition. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 394 
 

http://www.stephanietolan.com/spirituality.htm


11. Religion must conform to science and reason; otherwise, it is superstition.  God has created man 
in order that he may perceive the verity of existence and endowed him with mind or reason to 
discover truth.  Therefore, scientific knowledge and religious belief must be conformable to the 
analysis of this divine faculty in man… 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 284 

 
Intellect and Independent Investigation 

12. It is evident that within the human organism the intellect occupies the supreme station. 
`Abdu'l-Bahá: The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 63 
 

13. The first principle of Baha'u'llah is independent investigation of truth, that is, all the nations of 
the world have to investigate after truth independently and turn their eyes from the moribund 
blind imitations of the past ages entirely. Truth is one when it is independently investigated, it 
does not accept division.  Therefore, the independent investigation of truth will lead to the 
oneness of the world of humanity.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá: Japan Will Turn Ablaze, p. 35 

Aristotle: Truth, Beauty, and Goodness—foundational virtues of a moral life 

14. Truthfulness is the foundation of all the virtues of the world of humanity.  Without truthfulness, 
progress and success in all of the worlds of God are impossible for a soul.  When this holy 
attribute is established in man, all the divine qualities will also become realized. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá: Bahá'í World Faith, p. 384 
 

15. Bahá'u'lláh teaches that religion must be in conformity with science and reason.  If belief and 
teaching are opposed to the analysis of reason and principles of science, they are not worthy of 
acceptance.  This principle has not been revealed in any of the former Books of divine teaching. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 434 
 

Personal Accountability 

16. Son of Being!  Bring thyself to account each day ere thou art summoned to a reckoning; for 
death, unheralded, shall come upon thee and thou shalt be called to give account for thy deeds. 

Bahá’u’lláh: Arabic Hidden Words, p. 31 
 

17. It is hoped that all the Bahá’í students will...be led to investigate and analyse the principles of 
the Faith and to correlate them with the modern aspects of philosophy and science.  Every 
intelligent and thoughtful young Bahá’í should always approach the Cause in this way, for 
therein lies the very essence of the principle of independent investigation of truth. 

Letter on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, 6 August 1933 

 
When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun. 
We've no less days to sing God's praise, than when we first begun. 

John Newton: Amazing Grace 
 
 
 



Use the scientific method 

 Make an observation or otherwise gather information 

 Propose a hypothesis about relationships (educated guess) 

 Design and perform systematic study 

 Analyze data – chart, diary, note in phone, email self 

 Publicly share results 

 
  



Additional Quotations 
 
Science 
 
Reflect upon the inner realities of the universe, the secret wisdoms involved, the enigmas, the inter-
relationships, the rules that govern all.  For every part of the universe is connected with every other part 
by ties that are very powerful and admit of no imbalance, nor any slackening whatever.  

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 157 
 
At the outset of every endeavour, it is incumbent to look to the end of it.  Of all the arts and sciences, 
set the children to studying those which will result in advantage to man, will ensure his progress and 
elevate his rank.  Thus the noisome odours of lawlessness will be dispelled, and thus through the high 
endeavours of the nation's leaders, all will live cradled, secure and in peace. 

Bahá'u'lláh:  Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 168-169 
 
Blessed is he who hath not been prevented by the intervening veils of profitless and fanciful sciences 
from beholding the verities of true knowledge and from perceiving its inmost essence in the Day of God. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Tablet of the Universe, para. 12 
 
For it is by applying the outward world to the inner, the high to the low, the small to the large, the 
general to the particular that, with abundant clearness, it becometh apparent that the new rules arrived 
at by the science of astronomy are in closer accord with the universal divine principles than the other 
erroneous theories and propositions, as we have explained and illustrated. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Tablet of the Universe, para. 25 
 

 
Religion 
 
It is incumbent upon everyone to observe God's holy commandments, in as much as they are the 
wellspring of life unto the world. The heaven of divine wisdom is illumined with the two luminaries of 
consultation and compassion and the canopy of world order is upraised upon the two pillars of reward 
and punishment.  

Baha'u'llah, Tablets of Baha'u'llah, p.126 
 
It is difficult to comprehend even the words of a philosopher; how much more difficult it is to 
understand the Words of God.  The divine Words are not to be taken according to their outer sense.  
They are symbolical and contain realities of spiritual meaning.  

`Abdu'l-Bahá: The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 459 
 
World order can be founded only on an unshakeable consciousness of the oneness of mankind, a 
spiritual truth which all the human sciences confirm.  Anthropology, physiology, psychology, recognize 
only one human species, albeit infinitely varied in the secondary aspects of life. Recognition of this truth 
requires abandonment of prejudice—prejudice of every kind—race, class, colour, creed, nation, sex, 
degree of material civilization, everything which enables people to consider themselves superior to 
others.  

`Abdu'l-Bahá: The Promise of World Peace, p. 10 
 



It is indeed a good and praiseworthy thing to progress materially, but in so doing, let us not 
neglect the more important spiritual progress, and close our eyes to the Divine light shining in our midst. 

Only by improving spiritually as well as materially can we make any real progress, and become 
perfect beings.  It was in order to bring this spiritual life and light into the world that all the great 
Teachers have appeared.  They came so that the Sun of Truth might be manifested, and shine in the 
hearts of men, and that through its wondrous power men might attain unto Everlasting Light. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Paris Talks, pp. 62-63 
 
Peace of mind is gained by the centering of the spiritual consciousness on the Prophet of God; therefore 
you should study the spiritual Teachings, and receive the Water of Life from the Holy Utterances. 

Letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, Lights of Guidance, p. 112 
 
And for a Bahá’í the ultimate issues are spiritual. The Cause is not a political party nor an ideology, much 
less an engine for political agitation against this or that social wrong. The process of transformation it 
has set in motion advances by inducing a fundamental change of consciousness, and the challenge it 
poses to everyone who would serve it is to free oneself from attachment to inherited assumptions and 
preferences that are irreconcilable with the Will of God for humanity’s coming of age. Paradoxically, 
even the distress caused by prevailing conditions that violate one’s conscience aids in this process of 
spiritual liberation. 

Universal House of Justice, Century of Light, p. 136 
 
The immortality of the spirit is mentioned in the Holy Books; it is the fundamental basis of the divine 
religions. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Some Answered Questions, p. 223 
 

 
Science and Religion 
 
Religion and science are the two wings upon which man's intelligence can soar into the heights, with 
which the human soul can progress.  It is not possible to fly with one wing alone!  Should a man try to fly 
with the wing of religion alone he would quickly fall into the quagmire of superstition, whilst on the 
other hand, with the wing of science alone he would also make no progress, but fall into the despairing 
slough of materialism. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Paris Talks, p. 143 
 
These are spiritual truths relating to the spiritual world.  In like manner, from these spiritual realities 
infer truths about the material world.  For physical things are signs and imprints of spiritual things; every 
lower thing is an image and counterpart of a higher thing.  Nay, earthly and heavenly, material and 
spiritual, accidental and essential, particular and universal, structure and foundation, appearance and 
reality and the essence of all things, both inward and outward -- all of these are connected one with 
another and are interrelated in such a manner that you will find that drops are patterned after seas, and 
that atoms are structured after suns in proportion to their capacities and potentialities. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Tablet of the Universe, para. 7 
 

The third teaching or principle of Bahá'u'lláh is that religion and science are in complete agreement.  
Every religion which is not in accordance with established science is superstition.  Religion must be 
reasonable.  If it does not square with reason, it is superstition and without foundation.  It is like a 
mirage, which deceives man by leading him to think it is a body of water. God has endowed man with 



reason that he may perceive what is true.  If we insist that such and such a subject is not to be reasoned 
out and tested according to the established logical modes of the intellect, what is the use of the reason 
which God has given man?   

`Abdu'l-Bahá: The Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 61-65 
 
With regard to the harmony of science and religion, the Writings of the Central Figures and the 
commentaries of the Guardian make abundantly clear that the task of humanity, including the Baha’i 
community that serves as the "leaven" within it, is to create a global civilization which embodies both 
the spiritual and material dimensions of existence.  The nature and scope of such a civilisation are still 
beyond anything the present generation can conceive.  The prosecution of this vast enterprise will 
depend on a progressive interaction between the truths and principles of religion and the discoveries 
and insights of scientific inquiry.  This entails living with ambiguities as a natural and inescapable feature 
of the process of exploring reality.  It also requires us not to limit science to any particular school of 
thought or methodological approach postulated in the course of its development.  The challenge facing 
Baha’i thinkers is to provide responsible leadership in this endeavour, since it is they who have both the 
priceless insights of the Revelation and the advantages conferred by scientific investigation.  
                     Issues Related to the Study of the Baha’i Faith: Extracts from Letters written on behalf of the 
                     Universal House of Justice, May 1998. 
 
We may think of science as one wing and religion as the other; a bird needs two wings for flight, one 
alone would be useless.  Any religion that contradicts science or that is opposed to it, is only ignorance—
for ignorance is the opposite of knowledge.… Let us earnestly endeavour to be the means of uniting 
religion and science.  

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Paris Talks, p. 130-131 
 

 
Human Being 
 
Man is the noblest of the creatures.  In his physical organism he possesses the virtues of the mineral 
kingdom.  Likewise, he embodies the augmentative virtue, or power of growth, which characterizes the 
kingdom of the vegetable.  Furthermore, in his degree of physical existence he is qualified with functions 
and powers peculiar to the animal, beyond which lies the range of his distinctive human mental and 
spiritual endowment.  
 `Abdu'l-Bahá: The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 350 
 
 
Independent Investigation 
 
For Bahá'ís, the most fundamental of human rights is the right of each individual to investigate reality 
for himself or herself, and to benefit from the results of this exploration. That such a right exists is to us 
self-evident from the fact that the human consciousness is endowed with the intellectual, moral, 
spiritual, and aesthetic capacities needed to undertake such an effort. 

Baha'i International Community, Democracy Human Rights 
 
 
 
 
 



Parental Responsibility 
 
That is, it is enjoined upon the father and mother, as a duty, to strive with all effort to train the 
daughter and the son, to nurse them from the breast of knowledge and to rear them in the bosom 
of sciences and arts. Should they neglect this matter, they shall be held responsible and worthy of 
reproach in the presence of the stern Lord. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 127 
 

 
Importance of Schools 
 
Make every effort to acquire the advanced knowledge of the day, and strain every nerve to carry 
forward the divine civilization.  Establish schools that are well organized, and promote the 
fundamentals of instruction in the various branches of knowledge through teachers who are pure 
and sanctified, distinguished for their high standards of conduct and general excellence, and 
strong in faith; scholars and educators with a thorough knowledge of sciences and arts. 

`Abdu'l-Bahá: Compilation of Compilations, Vol I (Education), p. 273 
 
The word of God which the Supreme Pen hath recorded on the eighth leaf of the Most Exalted Paradise 
is the following: Schools must first train the children in the principles of religion, so that the Promise and 
the Threat recorded in the Books of God may prevent them from the things forbidden and adorn them 
with the mantle of the commandments; but this in such a measure that it may not injure the children by 
resulting in ignorant fanaticism and bigotry.  

Baha'u'llah, Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh Revealed after the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, p.68 
 
Among other principles of Bahá'u'lláh's teachings was the harmony of science and religion.  Religion 
must stand the analysis of reason.  It must agree with scientific fact and proof so that science will 
sanction religion and religion fortify science.  Both are indissolubly welded and joined in reality.  If 
statements and teachings of religion are found to be unreasonable and contrary to science, they are 
outcomes of superstition and imagination.  

`Abdu'l-Bahá: The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 175 
 
Real love is the love which exists between God and His servants, the love which binds together holy 
souls.  This is the love of the spiritual world, not the love of physical bodies and organisms. 
 Abdu'l-Bahá: The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 256 
Shoghi Effendi has for years urged the Bahá'ís (who asked his advice, and in general also) to study 
history, economics, sociology, etc., in order to be au courant with all the progressive movements and 
thoughts being put forth today, and so that they could correlate these to the Bahá'í teachings. What he 
wants the Bahá'ís to do is to study more, not to study less. The more general knowledge, scientific and 
otherwise, they possess, the better. Likewise he is constantly urging them to really study the Bahá'í 
teachings more deeply. One might liken Bahá'u'lláh's teachings to a sphere; there are points poles apart, 
and in between the thoughts and doctrines that unite them. We believe in balance in all things; we 
believe in moderation in all things - we must not be too emotional, nor cut and dried and lacking in 
feeling, we must not be so liberal as to cease to preserve the character and unity of our Bahá'í system, 
nor fanatical and dogmatic.    

Letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer 5 July 1947 
 



The Bahá'í Faith upholds the unity of God, recognizes the unity of His Prophets, and inculcates the 
principle of the oneness and wholeness of the entire human race. It proclaims the necessity and the 
inevitability of the unification of mankind, asserts that it is gradually approaching, and claims that 
nothing short of the transmuting spirit of God, working through His chosen Mouthpiece in this day, can 
ultimately succeed in bringing it about. It, moreover, enjoins upon its followers the primary duty of an 
unfettered search after truth, condemns all manner of prejudice and superstition, declares the purpose 
of religion to be the promotion of amity and concord, proclaims its essential harmony with science, and 
recognizes it as the foremost agency for the pacification and the orderly progress of human society. It 
unequivocally maintains the principle of equal rights, opportunities and privileges for men and women, 
insists on compulsory education, eliminates extremes of poverty and wealth, abolishes the institution of 
priesthood, prohibits slavery, asceticism, mendicancy and monasticism, prescribes monogamy, 
discourages divorce, emphasizes the necessity of strict obedience to one's government, exalts any work 
performed in the spirit of service to the level of worship, urges either the creation or the selection of an 
auxiliary international language, and delineates the outlines of those institutions that must establish and 
perpetuate the general peace of mankind.   

Shoghi Effendi to the United Nations Special Commission on Palestine on 14 July 1947 
 
There is no contradiction between true religion and science. When a religion is opposed to science it 
becomes mere superstition: that which is contrary to knowledge is ignorance.  
       How can a man believe to be a fact that which science has proved to be impossible? If he believes in 
spite of his reason, it is rather ignorant superstition than faith. The true principles of all religions are in 
conformity with the teachings of science.  
       The Unity of God is logical, and this idea is not antagonistic to the conclusions arrived at by scientific 
study.  
                     ‘Abdu’l-Bahá: Paris Talks, p. 141 
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