
Service, Servant 
 
Hui of Liu-hsia, being chief criminal judge, was thrice dismissed from his office. Some one said to him, "Is 
it not yet time for you, sir, to leave this?" He replied, "Serving men in an upright way, where shall I go to, 
and not experience such a thrice-repeated dismissal? If I choose to serve men in a crooked way, what 
necessity is there for me to leave the country of my parents?" 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 18 
 

Ch'ang-tsu said, "Who is he that holds the reins in the carriage there?" Tsze-lu told him, "It is K'ung 
Ch'iu.', "Is it not K'ung of Lu?" asked he. "Yes," was the reply, to which the other rejoined, "He knows the 
ford." 

Tsze-lu then inquired of Chieh-ni, who said to him, "Who are you, sir?" He answered, "I am Chung 
Yu." "Are you not the disciple of K'ung Ch'iu of Lu?" asked the other. "I am," replied he, and then Chieh-
ni said to him, "Disorder, like a swelling flood, spreads over the whole empire, and who is he that will 
change its state for you? Rather than follow one who merely withdraws from this one and that one, had 
you not better follow those who have withdrawn from the world altogether?" With this he fell to 
covering up the seed, and proceeded with his work, without stopping. 

Tsze-lu went and reported their remarks, when the Master observed with a sigh, "It is impossible to 
associate with birds and beasts, as if they were the same with us. If I associate not with these people, 
with mankind, with whom shall I associate? If right principles prevailed through the empire, there would 
be no use for me to change its state." 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 18 
 
The Duke Ting asked how a prince should employ his ministers, and how ministers should serve their 
prince. Confucius replied, "A prince should employ his minister according to the rules of propriety; 
ministers should serve their prince with faithfulness." 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 3 
 
The Master said, "Abroad, to serve the high ministers and nobles; at home, to serve one's father and 
elder brothers; in all duties to the dead, not to dare not to exert one's self; and not to be overcome of 
wine:-which one of these things do I attain to?"  

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 9 
 
The Master said, "The superior man dislikes the thought of his name not being mentioned after his 
death." 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 15 
 
 
 
 
 


