
Learning, Scholarship 
 
The Master said, "Learn as if you could not reach your object, and were always fearing also lest you 
should lose it."  

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 8 
 
"The Master, by orderly method, skillfully leads men on. He enlarged my mind with learning, and taught 
me the restraints of propriety. 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 9 
 
The Master said, "The scholar who cherishes the love of comfort is not fit to be deemed a scholar." 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 14 
 
The Master said, "In ancient times, men learned with a view to their own improvement. Nowadays, men 
learn with a view to the approbation of others."  

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 14 
 
The Master said, "A scholar, whose mind is set on truth, and who is ashamed of bad clothes and bad 
food, is not fit to be discoursed with."  

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 15 
 
The Master said, "The determined scholar and the man of virtue will not seek to live at the expense of 
injuring their virtue. They will even sacrifice their lives to preserve their virtue complete." 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 15 
 
The Master said, "When a man is not in the habit of saying 'What shall I think of this? What shall I think 
of this?' I can indeed do nothing with him!" 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 15 
 
The Master said, "I have been the whole day without eating, and the whole night without sleeping: 
occupied with thinking. It was of no use. The better plan is to learn." 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 15 
 

Tsze-chang said, "The scholar, trained for public duty, seeing threatening danger, is prepared to 
sacrifice his life. When the opportunity of gain is presented to him, he thinks of righteousness. In 
sacrificing, his thoughts are reverential. In mourning, his thoughts are about the grief which he should 
feel. Such a man commands our approbation indeed 

Tsze-chang said, "When a man holds fast to virtue, but without seeking to enlarge it, and believes in 
right principles, but without firm sincerity, what account can be made of his existence or non-
existence?" 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 


