
Challenges, Tests, Trials 
 
Fan Ch'ih asked what constituted wisdom. The Master said, "To give one's self earnestly to the duties 
due to men, and, while respecting spiritual beings, to keep aloof from them, may be called wisdom." He 
asked about perfect virtue. The Master said, "The man of virtue makes the difficulty to be overcome his 
first business, and success only a subsequent consideration; this may be called perfect virtue." 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 6 
 

Sze-ma Niu asked about perfect virtue. The Master said, "The man of perfect virtue is cautious and 
slow in his speech." 

"Cautious and slow in his speech!" said Niu; "is this what is meant by perfect virtue?" The Master 
said, "When a man feels the difficulty of doing, can he be other than cautious and slow in speaking?" 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 6 
 
Confucius said, "The superior man has nine things which are subjects with him of thoughtful 
consideration. In regard to the use of his eyes, he is anxious to see clearly. In regard to the use of his 
ears, he is anxious to hear distinctly. In regard to his countenance, he is anxious that it should be benign. 
In regard to his demeanor, he is anxious that it should be respectful. In regard to his speech, he is 
anxious that it should be sincere. In regard to his doing of business, he is anxious that it should be 
reverently careful. In regard to what he doubts about, he is anxious to question others. When he is 
angry, he thinks of the difficulties his anger may involve him in. When he sees gain to be got, he thinks 
of righteousness." 

Confucious, The Analects, Chapter 16 
 
Tsze-kung said, "The faults of the superior man are like the eclipses of the sun and moon. He has his 
faults, and all men see them; he changes again, and all men look up to him." 

Tsze-kung, The Analects, Chapter 16 
 
 
 
 
 


